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of the skin, while a 4 per cent, solution exerts distinct antiseptic
effects in wounds. It is used as an antiseptic dressing for simple
wounds in the horse, and is especially useful for this purpose in
canine practice.
Boric lint forms an excellent dressing for punctured wounds,
two or three folds of this material being soaked in a hot solution
of boric acid and applied to the part, which is then covered with
oiled silk, wool, and a bandage. This forms an antiseptic poultice,
and is also applicable to other conditions in which moist dressings
are indicated. The lint can be kept moist by pouring in a
further supply of a warm boric solution between the dressing
and the part at intervals. In the dry dressing of wounds boric
acid is largely employed. For this purpose it may be combined
with oxide of zinc and starch.
In unhealthy wounds and ulcerated surfaces, boric acid in
combination with iodoform and oxide of zinc forms a useful
application when used in the following proportions: Iodoform,
i part; boric acid, 2 parts; and zinc oxide, 2 parts. This also
forms an excellent dressing for otorrhoea in the dog.
In catarrhal and purulent conjunctivitis, a lotion consisting
of boric acid, 4 grains, and distilled water, I ounce, lessens
irritability and reduces the discharge.
Pessaries containing boracic acid are of especial value in the
treatment of septic metritis in cows. The pessaries may be
readily prepared by filling large gelatin capsules with the agent,
In cases of retained placentae in cows, in which it is considered
inadvisable to remove the membranes forcibly, the insertion of
such a pessary will effectively prevent their decomposition.
Boric ointment, either alone or combined with other agents,
is useful in erythema and eczematous conditions of the skin in
dogs.
GLYCERINUM ACIDI BORACI is recommended as a dressing for
1 strike ' in sheep. It is said to destroy the maggots, to remove
the odour and so prevent further * strike/
Toxic symptoms such as occasionally occur in human practice,
resulting from the absorption of boric dressings, are not observed
in animals.
Boric acid is a solvent for calcium gluconate, and enters into
combinationwith this salt to form the CALCIUM BORO-GLUCONATE
(see p. 125),
Borax, in the form of GLYCERINUM BORACIS or MEL BORACIS,
is employed as a mouth-wash in aphthous conditions of the mouth
and fauces. For this purpose it may be combined with potas-
sium chlorate and tincture of myrrh. Similar preparations are
also useful in the treatment of pharyngitis in the dog. Solutions